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Performance in Keyboard Style  

for Grade 1 – 10 

 

Introduction 

 

The purpose of playing chord progressions is to achieve a satisfying harmonic colour, or 

sound. This can be achieved in several ways, one of which is known as Keyboard Style. In 

keyboard style playing, the left hand usually plays a single tone while the right hand 

plays a chord in some form, often, a triad. The keyboard style method is much like chord-

strumming on a guitar or, like that of a pianist accompanying an assembly of persons in 

song, where the melody is often found as the top note of the right-hand chords.  

 

The occasional parallel fifth or octave, aug. 2nds and the like, which occur during this 

type of accompaniment are entirely acceptable as observed in many popular and 

traditional songs, and Christmas carols. 

 

Playing in popular keyboard style differs from the strict rules of voice leading required 

for a contrapuntal or an 18th century traditional chorale style composition for SATB 

which is written with the intention of creating independence between the voices. Such is 

not the case in Keyboard Style playing.  

 

For the examples in this booklet use legato pedal (    ) throughout 

providing the player is able to reach the pedal. 

 

Christian G. Meyers 
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